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September,  1950. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  for  the  year  1949. 

The  live  birth  rate  has  decreased  from  14.9  to  13.9  per 

1.000,  while  the  still  birth  rate  has  risen  from  19.2  to  32.1  per 

1.000. 

The  falling  Birthrate  is  a matter  of  some  concern,  but 
it  is  not  surprising  in  view  ol  the  grave  economical  and 
social  hazards  involved  in  parenthood,  \oung  people 
contemplating  marriage  are  daunted  by  the  prospect  ol  living 
with  in-laws,  or  strangers  in  various  degiees  of  oveiciowding. 
A difficult  period  of  readjustment  is  rendered  more  difficult  by 
the  absence  of  privacy  and  a true  home  ol  one  s own.  Dai  k, 
damp,  overcrowded  houses  with  more  than  one . family 
thrown  together  are  producing  a state  of  nervous  tension  and 
exhaustion  in  both  men  and  women  which  is  reflected  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  neurosis  seen  by  the  medical  practitioners. 


The  councils  arc  doing  everything  in  then  powei  to 
provide  excellent,  well  appointed  and  well  built  houses  lot 
all  the  I a miles  in  their  area  but  the  necessary  rate  of  supplv 
is  so  slow  that  a long  vista  of  years  of  waiting  is  the  best  that 
can  be  offered  in  many  cases  to  those  who  arc  expected  to 
produce  the  future  citizens. 

Mixed  families  living  together  get  on  “each  others 
nerves’’.  The  harassed  mother  in  mam  cases  is  prone  to 
“take  it  out”  of  her  husband  and  children.  This  unhappiness 
in  the  home  frequently  drives  the  husband  to  the  “pub  and 
the  children  to  the  psychiatrist. 

Not  until  there  are  good  houses  for  everyone,  together 
with  a good  standard  of  living,  measured  in  terms  of  good 
food,  exercise  and  contentment,  and  not  by  the  possession  of 
a radio-gram  or  television  set,  will  we  expect  to  see  a 
significant  increase  in  the  birthrate. 

The  death  rate  was  15.2  per  1,000. 

During  the  year  no  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  vveie 
notified  compared  with  3 during  the  previous  year. 

PROBLEM  FAMILIES. 

The  district  contains  a number  of  families,  discussed  by 
Professor  Stevenson  under  Problem  Families  in  his  Social 
Medicine. 

A strict  connotation  is  to  be  understood  by  the  term 
problem  family  though  accurate  definition  is  difficult  so  that 
incidences  as  calculated  by  different  observers  are  hardlv 
comparable  from  area  to  area.  I he  essential  lea  tine  of  a 
problem  family  is  that  the  standard  of  living  is  shocking  and 
that  the  parents  make  no  effort  to  improve  these  conditions  . 
there  are  not  even  low  standards  which  they  strive  to  attain. 

Such  homes  are  dirty,  far  beyond  scrupulous  cleanliness. 
The  bedding  is  foul  and  unemptiecl  chamber  pots  or  tins  in 
lieu  are  commonplace.  When  a window  is  broken  oi  a 
piece  of  furniture  collapses,  nothing  is  done  about  it.  1 loois 
are  either  bare  or  the  covering  tattered  and  they  are  filthy  and 
engrained  with  tramped  in  food  and  human  and  animal 
excreta.  Such  families  frequently  keep  three  or  four  dogs 
and  cats  in  various  stages  of  emac  iation.  The  animals  sleep 
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on  or  in  the  beds  with  their  human  occupants  and  pass  their 
excreta  upon  the  bedding,  floors,  stairs,  etc. 

Furniture  is  of  the  scantiest  and  sleeping  arrangements 
totally  inadequate  so  that  ages  and  sexes  are  not  separated 
and  the  floor  has  to  serve  for  those  who  cannot  crowd  into  the 
rickety  beds. 

Cookery  arrangements  are  primitive  and  often  hired 
apparatus  has  been  removed  for  non-payment.  In  any  event 
cooking  is  of  the  simplest  and  seldom  advances  beyond  making 
tea. 


The  type  of  people  who  make  such  homes  are  remarkable 
and  their  behaviour  is  more  so.  The  children  are  unkempt, 
dirty  and  intermittently  verminous  so  that  they  are  well 
known  to  the  School  Authorities.  They  usually  suffer  from 
chronic  catarrh  and  they  are  strangers  to  handkerchiefs. 
The  parents  are  shiftless  and  indolent  but  while  they  neglect 
their  children,  deliberate  cruelty  has  not  been  shown  to  be 
characteristic.  Many  children  from  the  most  disorderly 
homes  are  perfectly  happy.  The  importance  of  the  irresolute 


and  inco-ordinate  wax  in  which  the  family  ails  has  been 

stressed.  Nothing  is  kipt  in  its  own  fixed  place.  While 

one  member  of  the  famih  prepares  a meal,  the  rest  of  the 

famih  watch  idly  and  make  no  attempt  to  help.  Joint  action 

in  am  project  is  impossible.  Arrangements  or  planning  for 
the  morrow  is  impossible.  Money  is  spent  as  soon  as  it  k 
available  and  spent  unwisely.  Meals  arc  eaten  at  irregulai 
intervals  and  there  is  a tendenev  for  each  to  feed  when  he  feels 
inclined. 

In  such  a famih  time  means  little.  The  children  are 
late  for  school  and  late  in  bed.  The  wage  earner  often 
loses  a da\  for  bad  time-keeping.  Usually  such  people  are 
not  proud  and  will  readily  agree  that  improvements  are 
necessarv,  but  will  raise  all  sorts  ol  difficulties,  promise  to  do 
better  and  quietly  forget  a visit  from  the  M.O.H.,  Sanitarv 
Inspector  or  Social  W orker. 

While  a majority  of  these  families  are  living  on  a low 
income  and  the  wage  earner  is  commonly  unskilled,  monev 
h bv  no  means  the  commonest  determining  factor.  Their 
neighbours  can  manage  on  the  same  income  to  make  decent 
homes  and  many  families  on  smaller  incomes  are  not  in  need 
of  constant  supervision. 

Problem  families  may  come  into  being  as  the  result  of 
the  union  of  two  persons  of  average  intelligence  but  in  a 
substantial  number  of  these  families  their  plight  is  determined 
bv  low  intelligence  in  the  parents,  especially  that  of  the 
mothers.  A mother  of  low  mentality  needs  everything  in 
her  favour  if  she  is  to  make  any  shape  at  a decent  home. 

The  prevention  of  such  families  is  difficult.  General 
improvement  in  social  conditions,  social  insurance  and  the 
w idening  of  the  scope  of  social  and  medical  services  leave  such 
families  relatively  unaffected. 

1 hose  families  due  to  low  intellectual  ability  should  not 
exist,  the  females  being  supervised  and  controlled  under  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

The  education  of  children  in  the  accomplishments  w hich 
help  to  build  homes  should  counterpart  to  a considerable 
degree  the  passing  on  from  generation  to  generation  of  the 
habits  acquired  in  an  atrocious  environment. 
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Activities  appropriate  more  or  less  directly  to  character 
forming,  especially  towards  unselfish  service  for  others  such 
as  Girl  Guides,  is  likely  to  do  much  good. 

It  is  very  much  easier  to  help  a family  before  it  has 
completely  collapsed.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to  find 
families  in  trouble  as  early  as  possible.  All  local  Authority 
Officers,  voluntary  workers,  clergymen,  policemen,  probation 
officers,  landlords,  etc.,  have  or  should  have  an  understanding 
of  this  social  question. 

The  first  step  towards  helping  a problem  family  is  to 
analyse  as  far  as  possible  the  causes  which  have  led  to  such  a 
state. 

It  is  essential  if  at  all  possible  that  the  family  should  be 
preserved  as  a family. 

It  is  so  easy  to  pay  lip  service  to  the  conception  of  the 
family  as  the  proper  place  for  bringing  up  children,  even  if 
it  is  bad,  on  the  assumption  that  the  alternatives  are  likelv 
to  be  no  improvement,  and  then  to  take  steps  to  take  the 
children  away  as  a simple  obvious  measure. 

The  children  and  the  parents  need  to  be  treated  a a family 
unit.  The  confidence  of  the  parents  must  be  gained.  An 
organised  descent  on  the  house  by  “experts”  to  study  the 
“specimens”  is  not  the  best  way  to  begin. 

The  person  who  is  likely  to  know  the  family  best  and  who 
should  continue  to  visit  the  family  for  years,  and  certainly 
after  the  concentrated  effort  to  get  the  home  going  again  is 
the  Health  Visitor. 

The  Health  Visitor  is  the  logical  person  to  gain  the 
confidence  of  the  family  and  to  persuade  the  members  to  take 
the  first  few  difficult  steps  in  co-operation.  She  is  less  likely 
to  strike  a false  note  or  raise  suspicions  of  organised  inter- 
ference than  an  outsider. 

There  are  ten  such  families  under  observation  in  the 
Rural  District. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  MILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures  ) 
Area  (in  acres) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949 


Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  /(113,29b 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


£453 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THl 

YEAR. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 13.9 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  32.1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu- 
lation ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.2 

Death  rate  from  Puerperal  causes  per  1,000  (live  and 

still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  41.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  43.5 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 


births 


Nil 


Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 


Nil 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1948. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 


John  Mills,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  (Fng.),  F.R.C.P., 
(Loud.),  D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

C.  Y.  Smith,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
L.  ] . Lewis 


n 


WATER. 

West  Wight. 

During  the  summer  of  1949,  as  in  1948,  the  well  at 
freshwater  Bay  became  brackish  and  consequently  some  areas 
of  Freshwater  and  rotland  had  necessarily  to  be  supplied 
with  unpalatable  water. 

A large  section  of  the  new  water  supply  scheme  was 
completed  by  the  end  of  October,  an  additional  length  of 
6-inch  main  being  laid  to  allow  mixing  of  the  Freshwater  Bav 
and  Shalcombe  waters  to  take  place  in  Afton  Down 
Reservoir.  1 his  has  resulted  in  a wholly  palatable  supply  to 
the  entire  district,  which  apart  from  a small  area  in  Totland, 
is  now  fed  solely  from  Afton  Reservoir. 

Military  Establishments  and  Holiday  Camps,  especially 
Brambles  Chine,  have  remarked  on  the  greatly  improved 
quality  and  better  pressure  of  the  supply. 

Approximately  60  per  cent  of  the  demand  is  supplied 
from  Calbourne  New  Well,  17  per  cent  from  Freshwater  Bay 
and  23  per  cent  from  Shalcombe. 

Chlorination  at  source  is  maintained  at  .2  P.P.M. 

Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination  have 
been  taken  regularly  from  all  the  Council’s  water  supplies 
and  sources  at  Calbourne,  Shalcombe,  Freshwater,  Totland, 
Brighstone  and  Chale,  and  satisfactory  reports  received  thereon. 
Where  the  examination  has  shown  a slight  or  moderate  degree  of 
pollution  with  coli  aerogenes  bacteria,  none  of  which  being 
of  the  faecal  type,  the  corresponding  sample  taken  after 
chlorination  has  been  entirely  satisfactory. 

An  extension  of  the  Council’s  main,  from  Limerstone 
to  Thorncross  in  the  Parish  of  Brightsone  has  been  carried 
out,  and  an  enlarged  supply-pipe  has  been  laid  to  meet  the 
demand  at  the  increasingly  popular  Colwell  Bay. 

East  Wight. 

During  the  summer  the  water  yield  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
Pumping  Station  and  the  Undercliff,  Niton,  fell  considerably, 
this  being  due  to  the  drought  of  the  previous  few  months.  It 
w as  however,  possible  to  supply  a certain  amount  of  water  to 
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thr  Yentnoi  l .l). C.  to  supplement  their  heavy  demands 
during  the  summer  season. 

l he  reduc  tion  in  yield  made  some  care  necessary  with 
regard  to  water  consumption,  but  no  serious  shortage 
occurred. 

The  following  is  the  estimated  number  of  dwelling 
houses  and  the  estimated  number  of  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains. 


(a)  Direct  to  the 
Houses. 

(b)  By 

stand 

neans  ol 
-pipes. 

Parish. 

No.  of 

1 )welling 
Houses. 

Popu- 

lation. 

No.  of 

I )welliruj 
Houses. 

Popu- 

lation. 

Bembridge 

...  638 

1541 

14 

5<) 

Brading  ... 

...  527 

1 346 

— 

— 

Brighstone 

...  1 68 

♦ ,4H 

3 

12 

Brook 

80 

300 

Calbourne 

...  213 

852 

20 

80 

Chale  

...  168 

652 

3 

12 

Freshwater 

...  950 

3596 

19 

72 

Gatcombe  and  Ghillerton 

...  110 

420 

2 

8 

Godshill  ... 

...  217 

659 

— 

— 

Newchurch 

...  275 

631 

— 

Niton  and  Whitvvell 

...  413 

1243 

- — 

— 

ShaKleet  ... 

...  331 

1204 

7 

28 

Shorwell 

...  113 

403 

3 

12 

South  Arreton  ... 

39 

117 

— 

— 

Totland  ... 

...  470 

1 854 

9 

36 

Yarmouth 

...  306 

1224 

24 

Hillway,  Bembridge. 

A serious  drop  in  pressure  occurred  in  the  Hill  way  main 
during  the  summer  season  and  at  times  during  the  day- 
Bembridge  School,  Hillway,  The  Whitecliff  Bay  Hotel,  and 
certain  of  the  Camping  Sites  in  the  area  were  without  w ater. 
The  Council  considered  this  matter  with  a view  to  improving 
the  supply  for  the  year  1950. 

Public  Conveniences. 

I he  need  for  public  lavatories  in  the  holiday  resorts  of 
Freshwater  Bav  and  Totland  has  been  a source  of  anxiet\  to 
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the  Council  for  many  years,  but  always  there  has  been  the 
difficulty  of  acquiring  suitable  sites.  The  sites  have  now 
been  obtained  and  plans  prepared  to  enable  the  buildings  to 
be  erected  by  the  summer  of  1950. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Hillway,  Bembridge. 

Progress  was  made  with  the  pumping  station  for  the 
Hillway  Scheme,  and  although  it  was  hoped  to  put  it  in 
operation  before  the  end  of  the  year,  this  was  found  to  be 
impossible. 

Sewer  Extension,  Niton. 

Approximately  500  feet  of  sewer  was  laid  from  Moor 
Place  to  allow  the  drainage  of  two  additional  premises. 

Yarmouth  Rubbish  Tip. 

The  rubbish  tip  on  the  bank  of  the  River  Yar  at  Yar- 
mouth is  the  cause  of  a nuisance  from  time  to  time,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  supplying  sufficient  covering  material.  The 
purpose  of  the  tip  is  twofold,  first  to  provide  a means  of 
disposal  of  the  West  Wight  refuse  and  secondly  to  reclaim 
land. 

It  would  be  more  advantageous  if  a site  less  likely  to 
cause  a nuisance  and  less  of  an  eyesore  in  a beauty  spot 
could  be  chosen.  The  difficulty  could  be  met  by  controlled 
tipping  into  a disused  quarry  within  an  economical  radius  of 
the  area  of  collection  sited  in  such  a spot  that  the  refuse 
deposit  was  not  visible  and  could  not  produce  a nuisance. 

Lynstone  Chine  Sewer  Outfall. 

Alarm  has  been  felt  at  the  tardiness  of  the  Army 
authorities  in  starting  work  on  the  repair  of  the  broken  sewer 
pipes  which  traverse  the  beach  on  trestles.  The  fractures 
in  the  pipe  cause  sewage  to  be  deposited  on  the  beach,  a 
beach  which  during  the  hottest  months  of  the  year  is  thickly 
populated  with  visitors. 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

During  the  year  the  revision  of  the  Classification  of 
Category  V houses  was  commenced  and  the  majority  of 
those  placed  in  Category  V were  revisited  and  re-classifiecl 
where  necessary. 


WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY 

Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made 
Houses  inspected 
Houses  re-inspected 
Cowstables  and  dairies  . . 

Food  preparing  premises 
Meat  and  other  foods  inspection 
Drains  and  sewers 
Water  supplies 
Refuse  collection  and  salvage 
Various 
New  buildings 

During  the  year  building  work  has  nece 
amount  of  work  of  inspection  and  the  issuing  of  building 
licences  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Works  (Control  of  Civil 
Building  Operations). 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 


STAFF. 

2015 
1 54 
185 
102 
81 
135 
346 
215 
307 
183 
307 

ssitated  a large 


The  Department  continues  to  educate  food  handlers  on 
the  hygiene  of  food,  by  talks,  literature  and  demonstration. 
Conditions  in  food  shops  have  improved  but  there  are  still 
many  offenders.  The  public,  themselves,  who  are  victims 
il  food  is  contaminated  can  do  much  to  help  the  Clean  Food 
Campaign.  If  they  are  served  in  a restaurant  with  badly 
cracked  cups  with  lip-stick  round  the  edge,  dirty  knives, 
forks  with  the  residue  of  a previous  meal  still  adherent  between 
the  prongs,  they  should  send  them  back.  There  seems  great 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  customer  to  take  such  action. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

In  June,  an  explosive  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning 
occurred  in  a holiday  camp,  and  altogether  more  than  300 
persons  were  taken  ill.  Those  most  severely  affected  were 
admitted  to  the  Newport  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Work  on  tracing  the  source  of  the  disease  began  at 
1 1.30  on  a Sunday  evening,  and,  within  a few  days,  the  cause 
was  found  and  eradicated. 

1 he  symptoms  in  the  infected  persons  consisted  of 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  persistent  nausea,  headache,  lexer, 
severe  abdominal  pain  and  great  prostration.  The  average 
duration  of  these  symptoms  was  two  or  three  days  but  in  some 


cases  the  illness  lasted  a week.  The  affected  camp  was 
comparatively  well-run,  clean,  and  provided  with  main  water 
and  drainage.  The  kitchen  was  in  a reasonably  clean 
condition  and  well  maintained.  There  was  ample  hot  watei 
available  and  the  utensils  were  clean  and  satisfactory.  In  the 
plate-room  four  elderly  men  were  employed  who  were  not  of 
good,  clean  appearance  and  did  not  wear  overalls.  They 
were  responsible  for  the  washing  and  stacking  of  crockery  and 
cutlery.  One  of  these  men  had  a septic  finger  which  was 
continually  immersed  in  the  washing-up  water,  therein 
creating  a serious  danger.  One  of  the  kitchen  staff,  moreover, 
on  clinical  examination,  was  found  to  have  both  arms 
covered  in  boils  and  to  be  in  a state  quite  incompatible  with 
that  of  a food-handler.  Both  he  and  the  man  with  the  septic 
finger  were  instantly  removed  from  duty. 

No  detergent  w as  used  in  the  washing  of  the  dishes  and 
the  machine  in  use  u;as  not  giving  satisfactory  results  due  to 
unsufficient  care  in  operation.  Food  and  grease  particles 
were  not  completely  removed  from  the  plates,  nor  were  plates 
left  in  the  machine  long  enough  for  them  to  get  hot  and  to 
dry  off.  Plates  were  found  to  be  improperly  cleaned  and 
dried  and  were  being  wiped  off  with  cloths  which  were  far 
from  clean. 

The  camp  management  was  advised  that  the  washing-up 
procedure  needed  more  supervision,  and  the  necessity  of 
pre-rinsing  the  plates  before  placing  them  in  the  machine  was 
pointed  out.  The  waitresses  employed  in  the  camp  lived 
nearby  and  were  clean  and  careful  in  their  work.  The  male 
staff’  were  billetted  on  the  premises,  and  sanitary  conveniences 
were  adjacent  to  their  accommodation  ; lavatory  basins 
with  hot  and  cold  water  but  no  soap  or  tow'els  were  available. 
These  sanitary  arrangements  were  at  a considerable  distance 
from  the  kitchen  in  which  the  men  worked  and  were  not 
easily  accessible  to  them  when  they  were  most  needed.  The 
men  washed  in  the  kitchen  sinks.  The  danger  of  this  was 
pointed  out  to  them,  and  a request  made  that  a lavatory 
basin  be  provided  in  or  near  the  kitchen  for  their  personal 
washing,  that  soap  and  towels  be  made  available  and  that 
strict  measures  be  taken  to  ensure  their  use. 


I hr  female  stall  used  VV.C.s  in  various  positions  within 
and  without  the  building  but  no  lavatory  basins,  soap  or 
towels  were  provided  for  them.  Once  again  provision  for 
personal  washing  was  insisted  upon. 

M any  food  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  but  none  were  found  to  contain  dangerous 
organisms.  A galatine  of  beef  was  found  to  be  improperly 
packed  and  delivered  in  unclean  containers.  This  was  taken 
up  by  the  Health  Department  with  the  manufacturers. 

The  cause  of  the  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  w as  found  to 
be  Salmonella  Typhimurium  which  was  isolated  from  the 
stools  of  the  majority  of  cases  examined. 

Four  members  of  the  kitchen  staff  were  found  to  have 
these  organisms  in  their  stools,  and  as  they  were  in  good  health 
and  as  there  was  no  recent  history  of  gastro-intestinal  upset, 
it  was  considered  that  they  were  carriers  of  infection  and  the 
cause  of  the  outbreak.  When  these  four  members  of  the  staff 
were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment,  the  outbreak 
immediately  ceased  and  no  further  cases  occurred.  These 
carriers  continued  to  excrete  the  germ  in  their  stools  for  some 
time. 

Our  pow  ers  of  controlling  the  incidence  oi  Food  Poisoning 
are  greatly  weakened  by  the  fact  that  we  have  no  control 
over  such  carriers,  that  the  known  carriers  were  free  to 
discharge  themselves  from  hospital  when  they  wished,  indeed, 
they  were  not  obliged  to  submit  themselves  for  treatment  at 
all,  and  there  was  no  means  of  stopping  them  from  obtaining 
jobs  as  food-handlers  elsewhere. 

The  Marsh,  Freshwater  Bay. 

The  large  area  of  land  stretching  from  Freshwater  Bay 
to  Freshwater  Village  which  is  ineffectively  drained  owing  to 
the  silting  up  of  the  main  watercourses  and  the  encroachment 
of  reeds  in  the  ditches,  provides  a breeding  ground  for 
mosquitoes  and  other  insects.  In  addition  the  whole  of  the 
low-lying  ground  becomes  flooded  w hen  periods  of  heavy 
rainfall  coincide  w ith  high  tides  in  the  w inter  months.  The 
Council  have  inspected  the  area  and  have  considered  means  of 
improving  the  drainage  of  the  marshland  as  a w hole. 
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Sea  Defences,  Freshwater  Bay. 

The  encroachment  of  the  sea  on  the  narrow  shingle 
bank  which  affords  the  only  protection  against  flooding  of 
land  at  Freshwater  Bay  and  the  whole  of  the  low-lying 
ground  from  Freshwater  Bay  to  Yarmouth  is  a matter  of 
serious  concern  to  the  Council,  and  consulting  engineers 
have  been  appointed  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  erection  of 
sea-defence  works. 


HOUSING. 

The  Housing  shortage  still  presents  the  major  Public 
Health  problem  in  the  area,  and  as  a result  many  houses 
that  should  be  considered  as  ready  for  demolition  procedure 
remain  in  occupation. 


Parish. 

Council  Houses. 

Completed  Under 

during  construction  at 

Private  Houses. 

Completed  l ndc> 

during  construction 

Bembridge 

1949. 

31-12-49. 

1949. 

2 

31-12-49 

4 

Brading 

8 

8 

— 

1 

Brighstone 

6 

6 

3 

2 

Calbourne 

— 

4 

2 

— 

Chale 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Freshwater 

14 

— 

2 

— 

Gatcombe 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Godshill 

4 

2 

1 

3 

Newchurch 

— 

4 

2 

4 

Niton 

2 

8 

— 

— 

Shalfleet 

— 

16 

1 

4 

Shorwell 

— 

4 

2 

— 

South  Arreton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totland 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yarmouth 

8 

2 

— 

— 

42 

54 

17 

21 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Particulars  on  the  adminstration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  Parts 
1 and  VIII  administered  by  the  District  Council. 

1.  INSPECTIONS.  Part  I of  the  Act. 

For  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  ( including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors.) 


Premises 


Number 

on 

Register  Inspections 


Number  o! 

Written  Occupiers 

notices  prosecuted 


i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  I,  2,  3,  4 and  6 

are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities...  2b  21 

ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  ...  ...  ...  5P  24 

iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers' premises)  ...  ..  — 


Total  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  85  45  4 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  ICM. 
Inspector  Inspector 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) ..  ..  | 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ..  | 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S. 3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S. 4) 

i 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Ineflective  drainage  of  floors  (S  (>)  ... 

i 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitarv  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  . ..  . . . 1 

i 

i 

— 

— 

— 

ib)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i()  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  oflenees  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

u 

7 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111).  . 

Section  110. 

Number  of  out- workers  in  August  list  required  by  Section 


HO(l)  (c) Nil. 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  Nil. 
Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  ...  Nil. 

Section  111. 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  Nil. 
Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


OFFICE  ADMINISTRATION. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  steps  were  taken  to  establish 
the  Public  Health  Office  for  the  East  Wight  District  at  17. 
Holyrood  Street,  Newport,  and  to  re-organise  the  filing 
system  and  records. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


The  following  table  shows 
dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 
Canned  food 
Imported  Meat 
Canned  Meat 
Fish  ... 

Tinned  Milk 
Danish  Eggs 
Bacon 
Preserves 

Miscellaneous  Dry  Goods 


the  amount  of  unsound  food 

104  lbs. 

247  lbs. 

86  lbs. 

...  494  lbs. 

17  lbs. 

3 doz. 
37  lbs. 

148  lbs. 

88  lbs. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

There  was  a increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases,  296  as  against  140  in  1948. 

The  percentages  of  School  children  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  is  now  69.5,  and  of  children  under  school  age  52.2 


Disease. 

Total 

cases 

notified. 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

hospital. 

Total 

deaths. 

Measles 

150 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

6 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisening  ... 

90 

13 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

— - 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

6 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

— 

— 

Brucella  Abortus  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

296  28 


Totals 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  prevalence  of  non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  is 
estimated  from  the  weekly  returns  of  the  Head  Teachers  of 
the  Schools.  These  returns  for  the  year  show  that  there 
were  107  cases  of  Mumps,  41  of  Influenza,  44  of  Chicken  Pox, 
and  1 5 of  German  Measles. 


AGE  AT  DATE  OF  NOTIFICATION. 


Aire. 


Under  1 

1 and  under  2 

2 ..  ..  3 


3 

4 


5 „ 

„ 10 

10  „ 

„ 15 

15  „ 

„ 20 

20  „ 

„ 35 

35  „ 

„ 45 

45  „ 

„ 65 

65  and 

over 

Cl  X 
1)  J- 


CJ 


ai 

itis. 

b4 

■J. 

c 

04 

t/i 

z 

zz 

<u 

tT~*  r- 

Q* 

■“ r 

■ zl 

c 

Tr. 

z 

Zj 

Z'  • 

V 

V 

Pi 

W 

V o ■ 

a c 


zl 
E i 


5 

5 

16 

1 

3 


8 

6 

19 

20 
74 
18 

2 

1 

9 


1 — — I 1 

3 — — 4 

3 — — | 2 , 

— ■ — — I 3 

5 — — | 8 

- — — j 1 

- — — I 20 

1 1 — 24 

1 2 — 15 

3 — 10  I 

— — — 2 


Totals 


27 


— 150  15 


— I 90 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  IN  PARISHES 


Parish. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

.2 

u 

V 

k— 1 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Pneumonia. 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis. 

Measles. 

Erysipelas. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

Food 

Poisoning 

Ophthalmia 

N eouatorum. 

Arreton 

— 



— 

— 

1 — 

3 



— 

— 

Bembridge 

— 

— 

— 

— 



36 

— — 

82 

— 

Brading 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— — 

10 

— — 

— 

— 

Brighstone 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 — 

29 

— — 

4 

— 

Brooke 

— 

— 

— 

— 



2 

— — 

— 

— 

Calbourne 

1 

— 

— 

— 



6 

1 — 

— 

— 

Freshwater 

13 

— 

2 

— 

2 

6 

2 — 

— 

— 

Gatcombe 

— — 

Godshill 

3 

— 

9 

— 



15 

— — 

2 

— 

Newchurch 

Niton 

— 

1 

— 

— 



2 

— — 

— 

— 

Shalfleet 

Shorwell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

2 

i — 

2 

— 

Totland 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

6 

— — 

— 

— 

VVhitwell 

2 

— 

— 

Yarmouth 

10 

— 

— 

— 



33 



— 

— 

20 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Ca‘ 

es. 

Deaths. 

Age  Per 

ods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulnionary 

Pulmonary  „ ,Non‘ 

' Pulmonary 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

Under  1 

1 and  undei 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 „ 

55 

10 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

10  „ 

55 

15 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

15  „ 

55 

20 

2 

— 

2 

— 

20  „ 

55 

25 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

25  „ 

55 

35 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— — 

— 

35  „ 

45 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— — 

— 

45  „ 

55 

55 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  „ 

55 

65 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

2 

1 

1 

*19 

7 

8 

3 

1 

1 4 

4 

— | — 

— 

* Included  in  this  total  are  four  transfers  from  the  mainland, 
and  one  case  in  which  the  Death  Return  gave  the  first 
information. 

f Includes  three  cases  in  which  the  Death  Return  gave  the 
first  information. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified. 

Cases. 

Treated. 

Vision 

UIl- 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Death. 

At  horn  In  hospital 

impaired. 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

